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MEDITATION of the DAY
 The Voice of the Good Shepherd  

Christ is the Good Shepherd; he calls his sheep by name and leads 
them forth. We, his flock, know his voice and we share his concern to 
gather his people together, to lead them on the way of salvation… Let 
yourselves be summoned by the love of Christ; recognize his voice 
which rings in the temple of your heart. Receive his luminous and 
penetrating glance which opens the paths of your life to the horizons 
of the mission of the Church, today more than ever committed to 
teaching man his true being, his end, his destiny, and to revealing to 
the faithful souls the unspeakable riches of the love of Christ. Have no 
fear of the fact that the response he requires is radical, because Jesus, 
who has first loved you, is ready to give what he asks of you. If he 
asks much it is because he knows that you can give much. Young 
people, give the Church a hand in the task of saving the world’s youth
                                       Meditation of the Day continues on the next page

May INTENTIONS of the HOLY FATHER
For Deacons

We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and the 
poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the entire Church.

MASS INTENTIONS for May 3rd

Luis Gomez Amaya 
The Holy Souls in Purgatory
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Parish Steward Greg Kidder            
Priest Supvr.  Fr Martin J. Ramat 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church              
767 Elliott Rd. Paradise, CA 95969       
Office Hrs: Mon. - Thurs. 9a-2p 
530.877.4501 (Office closed Friday) 
MASS Every Sunday at  1 p.m.                                
CONFESSION 1st Thursday 5P - 6P                                                                                                 

Important Dates 

23May: Women of STM WILL MEET AT STM 10A     
23May:Ladies,  this is a Social Distancing Mtg! 
24May: Ascension of the Lord / Solemnity    
31May: Pentecost Sunday                             
01June: Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
01June: Mother of the Church 
SHELTER-IN-PLACE MANDATE STILL IN AFFECT                                                                                                                                                                                   

Sunday Readings 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
1st Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Psalm 23 The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want.  
2nd Reading: 1Peter 2:20b-25 
Gospel: John 10:1-10 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK - LET US PRAY FOR

Arianna Ospina
Gina Carr                                                                                              

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

  www.stmparadise.net   |  530.877.4501 | Email: office@stmparadise.org

May is the month of The Blessed Virgin Mary,  
Mother of the Church 
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Continued from front page.

MEDITATION of the DAY:  The Voice of the Good Shepherd
         React against the culture of death by means of the culture of life. 
Lord, Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of our souls, you who know 
your sheep and know how to reach man’s heart, open the minds and 
hearts of those…who search for and await a word of truth for their 
lives; let them understand that only in the mystery of your 
Incarnation do they find full light; arouse the courage of those who 
know where to seek the truth, but fear that what you ask will be too 
demanding; stir the heart of those who would follow you, but who 
cannot overcome doubts and fears, and who in the end follow other 
voices and other paths which lead nowhere. You who are the Word 
of the Father, the Word which creates and saves, the Word which 
enlightens and sustains hearts, conquer with your Spirit the 
resistance and delays of indecisive hearts; arouse in those whom 
you call the courage of love’s answer: Here I am, send me! (Is 6:8).
Virgin Mary, young daughter of Israel, support with your motherly 
love those whom the Father will grant that they hear his voice…Let 
them repeat with you the yes of a joyful and irrevocable gift of self. 
Amen.
 —Saint John Paul II
Saint John Paul II (    2005) reigned as pope from 1978 until 2005.  
Excerpt from Magnificat, May 2020, Sun., May 3rd, Meditation of the Day              

The Month of Mary 
May is the month which the piety of the faithful is especially 
dedicated to Our Blessed Lady. It also is the occasion for a moving 
tribute of faith and love which Catholics in every part of the world 
give to the Queen of Heaven. During this month, both in church 
and in the privacy of our homes, we offer up to Mary from our 
hearts an especially fervent and loving homage of prayer and 
veneration. In addition, the benefits of God's mercy come down to 
us from her throne in greater abundance. — (Paul VI: Encyclical 
on the Month of May, No. 1).

Devotion to Mary 
The Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother of the Church and therefore 
the example, as well as the guide and inspiration, of everyone who, 
in and through the Church, seeks to be the servant of God and man 
and the obedient agent of the promptings of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit, as Pope Leo XIII reminded us, is the soul of the 
Church: All the activity and service of the members of the Church, 
beginning with the supreme participation of the Blessed Mother in 
the work of the Church, is vivified by the Holy Spirit as the body, in 
all its activities, is vivified by its soul. The Holy Spirit is the

Continued on page 3

The Week’s Readings 

Monday; May 4th                                    
1st Reading: Acts 11:1-18                            
Psalm 42; 43  A thirst is my soul for the 
living God.  
Gospel: John 10:11-18 

Tuesday; May 5th                                        
1st Reading: Acts 11:19-26                                  
Psalm 87 All you nations, praise the Lord                                             
Gospel: John 10:22-30 

Wed.; May 6th                                    
1st Reading: Acts: 12:24-13:5a                
Psalm 67 Oh God, let all the nations 
praise you!                                          
Gospel: John 12:44-50 

Thurs.;  May 7th                                          

1st Reading: Acts 13:13-25                
Psalm 89 For ever I will sing the 
goodness of the Lord.                                               
Gospel: John 13:16-20 

Friday;  May 8th                                                                                        

1st Reading: Acts 13:26-33                                      
Psalm 2  You are my son; today I have 
begotten you.                           
Gospel: John 14:1-6                         
Sat.; May 2nd                                                         

1st Reading: Acts 13:44-52                                        
Psalm 98   All the ends of the earth 
have seen the saving power of God.                                                  
Gospel:  John 14:7-14 

MONDAY of the 4th 
WEEK of EASTER

THURSDAY of the 4th  
WEEK of  EASTER

SATURDAY of the 4th 
WEEK of EASTER

TUESDAY of the 4th 
WEEK of EASTER

WEDNESDAY of the 4th 
WEEK of EASTER

FRIDAY of the 4th 
WEEK of  EASTER

http://stmparadise.org
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Pray for Our Parish Family 

We’ve experienced a number of  losses 
since the Covid crisis began. We ask 
that you please continue your prayers 
for Gene Evans who passed away in 
April; as well as Marilyn Riley who lost 
her husband in March. And please 
continue to pray for Rosemary 
Peterson who lost two of her sons, Eric, 
and his brother Paul, who lived in 
Oregon.                                                          
Due to the ongoing shelter-in-place 
mandate there hasn’t been  any 
information provided regarding 
arrangements at this time.

Give to St. Thomas More 1 of 3 Ways

Did you give your offering for this week? Our parish continues to 
pay its bills. Thanks be to God.  If you haven’t yet given your weekly 
offerings from last week and/or this week  you can TAKE ACTION 1 of 3 
ways:    

1. Mail your check to the office: St. Thomas More Catholic Church 
767  Elliott Rd. Paradise, CA. 95969 

2. Drop off your check at the STM office during normal business 
hours Mon. to Thurs., 9a to 2p.  

3. Go online to stmparadise.net  and click the STM PARISH GIVING 
button. It will take you to a special page that allows you to give by 
check, credit, or debit. It’s simple, easy and quick!    

• The church office is open during normal hours - Mon. to Thurs.9a to 
2p to take your calls. If you have something to drop off, do so during 
business hours; just knock and leave the item at the office door. We need 
to ensure safe social distancing practices. 

• A daily cleaning & disinfectant process is in place at STM. 
• Mass is being celebrated privately by Fr. Martin and offering 

intentions of the person(s) in our register.  
• To request that a card be sent to a sick or bereaved parishioner  

please call  or email the church office. 
• Our local St. Vincent de Paul team is working from home. The Diocese 

team is training & working cases onsite using special COVID-19 protocols. 

Reminder: Mass Virtual Options

1. Livestream Fr. Martin at ODS https://
www.ourdivinesavior.org/social-media- 

2. Self-select time to view St. John the Baptist 
(SJB) Chico on Youtube.https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCcg6Zfo6jcnHdXDbU54XC8A 

3. Watch EWTN live on tv or online at https://
www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

4. From the e-version of this bulletin you 
can:  Click here to see daily and weekend 
livestream Mass with Fr Martin   or  go to the 
STM webpage or the ODS webpage 
ourdivinesavior.org and go to the link See Daily 
and Weekend Livestream Mass with Fr. Martin.  

Devotion to Mary continued from page 2

Paraclete, Advocate, and Comforter which Christ Himself sent to be our consolation in the sorrowful mysteries of 
life, our source of moderation in the joyful mysteries of life, our added principle of exaltation in the glorious 
mysteries of life.
So He was for the Blessed Mother; so also He is for the least of us; so also He is for the rest of the Church, even for 
those who are its unconscious but conscientious members. Wherever there is faith there is the example of Mary, 
because she lived by faith as the Scriptures remind us….
If, then, piety is the virtue which binds us to the sources of all life, to God, to our parents, to the Church, to 
Christ, certainly Christian piety binds us, in grateful love, to Mary — or our acceptance of Christ and of the 
mystery of our kinship with Him is imperfect, partial, and unfulfilled.  —Cardinal John Wright
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Diocese Pastoral Council Needs At-Large 
Member
Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas More, 
The Diocese Pastoral Council is looking for a person who is 
interested in being part of the input and information team to the 
Bishop as an “At-Large Member.” This is a three-year commitment. 
Meetings take  place six times a year. If you feel called to serve in 
this capacity please contact Deacon James for more information by 
calling 530.893.2348 or you can send an email to 
jburkett7.jb@gmail.com  .  

You Are Invited to Join the Charismatic Praise &  
Worship Prayer Group the 4th Monday of Each Month 

When the quarantine is lifted, STM is invited to join with ODS 
and others from a variety of backgrounds each month in an 
atmosphere of love and mutual support. When it resumes, this 
Charismatic Praise & Worship Prayer group will help us grow in 
the love  and knowledge of God, and offers a way to show this 
love in ourselves and to our neighbors.  
Each Prayer Meeting includes a time of praise and worship  
in song along with a teaching.  There also is time for prayer 
ministry and intercession.  Everyone is welcomed to share what 
God has done or is doing in their lives as this is key to building 
up the faithful through the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
Songs of praise and worship connect with God through 
song and prayer for his majesty, his love, and his faithfulness; 
and thanks Him for his grace in our lives.  This time of praise 
and thanksgiving may be in words, songs or through that way 
of praying without words. 
The group will meet each month on the 4th Monday at 
ODS (566 Lassen Ave., Chico)  in the Parish Office Prayer Rm; 
6:30p  to 8p. Questions? Call Deacon James:  893-2348.  
We’ll let you know the exact date & time !  

Protect the Body God Has Given You! 
Keep Your Immune System Strong! 

As the coronavirus pandemic continues and  we work to 
flatten the curve it is especially important to protect your 
health by keeping your immune system strong. 
• Wash your hands often & avoid touching your face. 
• Wear a face covering when you go out in public. 
• Drink plenty of water (at least 8 cups daily). 
• Exercise (walk your neighborhood, a park, or a treadmill) 
• Eat 5 to 7 servings of fruits & veggies daily 
• Rest! (Get 7 to 8 hours of sleep nightly) 

When the shelter-in-place mandate ends, the 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will 
resume. It's offered the first Thurs. each month 
during the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Come 
spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

                   

Church activity related to COVID-19 is updated weekly on the 
diocesan website and includes links to all pertinent information 
related to the outbreak of the Coronavirus: 

www.scd.org/coronavirus 

You can also access this link from the STM website  homepage: 

www.stmparadise.net  

REMINDERS! 

For Mass Intentions please call the St. Thomas More Parish 
Office during office hours , Monday to Thursday, 9 a.m to  2 p.m. 
at 530.877.4501.  You also may email Mass intentions to the 
office at office@stmparadise.org .  

Easter Letters were mailed in April.  If you did not receive an 
Easter Letter please advise the church by calling the parish office 
at 530.877.4501 or by email to office@stmparadise.org . 

YOUR 40 CAN DONATIONS dropped off in person at the office 
during office hours as noted above.REMEMBER THE NEEDY! The 
food baskets are still in the vestibule. Your donations will go to 
the Community Resource Coalition. Sheltering in place has 
caused community need to grow exponentially. Questions? Call 
Greg DeCristofaro at 873-4132. 

The Women of St. Thomas More set May meeting for 
Sat., May 23 at 10 a.m.  This date was decided at the April 25 
phone/video meeting. We will meet at Achieve outside using 
social distance protocols. Bring your mask or face covering. 
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