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MEDITATION of the DAY
Instructed in the Kingdom of Heaven  

When the Lord called the prophet Samuel as a boy, he was 
instructed to respond: Speak, Lord, your servant is listening 
(1 Sm 3:9). I have to admit that my prayer often goes more like, 
“Listen, Lord, your servant is speaking.” But prayer is a 
genuine conversation only if it includes truly listening to the 
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Instructed in the Kingdom of Heaven 

When the Lord called the prophet Samuel as a boy, he was instructed 
to respond: Speak, Lord, your servant is listening (1Sm3:9). I have to 
admit that my prayer often goes more like, “Listen, Lord, your servant 
is speaking.” But prayer is a genuine conversation only if it includes 
truly listening to the Lord.  And the best way to listen to him is 
through Scripture, his living Word. 
When I first began to study the Bible, I experienced what the disciples 
                              Meditation of the Day continues on the next page

JULY INTENTIONS of the HOLY FATHER
Our Families

We pray that today's families may be accompanied with love, respect 
and guidance.

Nuestros familias
Oramos para que las familias de hoy estén acompañadas de amor, 

respeto y orientación.
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St. Thomas More Catholic Church              
767 Elliott Rd. Paradise, CA 95969       
Office Hrs: Mon. - Thurs. 9a-2p 
530.877.4501 (Office closed Friday) 
MASS Every Sunday at  1 p.m.                                
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Important Dates 

30JUL: Quo Vadis 2020 Virtual ZOOM Retreat 
06AUG: Sacrament of Reconciliation 5p                                                                                                                                                                                
NOTE: (Call STM Office to Schedule Confession) 
06AUG: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 5p 

Sunday Readings 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading: 1Kings 3:5, 7-12 
Psalm 86 Lord, I love your commands. 
       Tú, Señor, amo tus mandamientos. 
2nd Reading: Romans:8:28-30 
Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK - LET US PRAY FOR  Nancy Barnes (health recovery)
Jim Collins (health recovery)

David Brown   (health recovery)
Pastor Ray Wisner

 (from Marysville Nazarene Church, receiving hospice care)                                                                                     

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

  www.stmparadise.net   |  530.877.4501 | Email: office@stmparadise.org

MASS INTENTIONS FOR SUNDAY; JULY 26TH

Larry Campbell †
Al Pena †                                                                                      

XVII Domingo Ordinario

Congratulations Greg and Kathy Decristofaro on 
your 50th  wedding anniversary! 

http://www.stmparadise.net
mailto:office@stmparadise.org
http://www.stmparadise.net
mailto:office@stmparadise.org
http://stmparadise.org
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MEDITATION of the DAY:  Instructed in the Kingdom of Heaven  
on the road to Emmaus felt: Did not our hearts burn within us while he 
talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the scriptures? 
Gradually I formed a daily habit of lectio divina, which simply means 
reading Scripture in conversation with God. Through daily lectio divina 
I experience the Lord renewing my mind. Scripture is inexhaustible, 
and even after reading the same passage for the hundredth time, the 
Holy Spirit may reveal something new about it. Saint Augustine wrote, 
“How amazing is the profundity of your words.... How amazing their 
profundity, O my God, how amazingly deep they are!” 
When I wake up in the morning, I am not typically overflowing with 
godly thoughts and heavenly charity. In fact, I need to be reconverted 
every day. I may wake up distracted, or grumpy, burdened with the 
concerns of the day, with my mind on worldly things, not at all attuned 
to God. I need time with the Lord.... I need to be immersed once again 
in his love so that I can walk through the day in communion with him. 
That is why early morning is the best time to pray.  Awake, my soul! 
Awake, O harp and lyre! I will awake the dawn! (Ps 57:9). And each 
morning, whether I feel it or not, God is there with a far greater desire 
to lavish his grace on me than my desire to receive it. Deep calls to 
deep (Ps 42:8)—he is there inviting me to enter in, receive, partake, and 
enjoy the fullness of life he has for me. He invites you, too, to come to 
him every day in prayer, so that he can strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being...that you may have strength to 
comprehend with all the holy ones what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God (Eph 

3:16-19). — Mary Healy.    Healy is a professor of Sacred Scripture and a member of the Pontifical 
Biblical Commission. [From When Women Pray: Eleven Catholic Women on the Power of Prayer.] © 
2017, Kathleen Beckman, I.H.S. Sophia Institute Press, Manchester, NH. www.sophiainstitute.com.  
Excerpt from Magnificat, July 2020, Sun., July 26th, Meditation of the Day.

The Week’s Readings 

Monday; July 27th                                   
1st Reading: Jeremiah 13:1-11                           
Psalm (Dt 32) You have forgotten God who 
gave you birth.  
Gospel: Matthew 13:31-35 

Tuesday; July 28th                                     
1st Reading: Jeremiah 14:17-22                                        
Psalm 79 For the glory of your name, O 
Lord, deliver us.                                  
Gospel: Matthew 13:36-43 

Wed.; July 29th                                 
1st Reading: St. John 4:7-16                 
Psalm 34: I will bless the Lord at all times.                
2nd Reading: Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21                                
Psalm 59 God is my refuge on the day of 
distress.                                        
Gospel: John 11:19-27; Luke 10:38-42 

Thursday;  July 30th                                        

1st Reading: Jeremiah 18:1-6          
Psalm 36  Blessed is he whose help is the 
God of Jacob.                                            
Gospel: Matthew 13:47-53 

Friday;  July 31st                                                                                       

1st Reading: Jeremiah 26:1-9                                  
Psalm 69 Lord, in your great love answer me                                      
Gospel: Matthew 13:54-58                     
Saturday; Aug. 1st                                                         

1st Reading: Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24         
Psalm 69 Lord, in your great love answer me                                   
Gospel:  Matthew 14:1-12 

Saint Peter Chrysologus

Saint Ignatius of Loyola                     

The next Sacrament of 
Reconcilliation is scheduled 

for Thursday, August 6, at STM.  
An appointment is required!       

To schedule your appointment 
please call the St. Thomas More 

office at 530.877.4501.

HELP NEEDED! 
An Opportunity to Be a Worker for God’s Harvest 
St. Vincent de Paul is seeking volunteers from our Parish family to assist in helping 
the less fortunate. We are in desperate need of your support. Currently, just two 
parish members are shouldering this cross.  If you could just spare as little as three 
hours out of your week it would be a big help to us.  
"The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few." Jesus said this after seeing 
crowds of people in need of healing and salvation. His heart was moved with 
compassion and he told his disciples that the need in this world is great, the harvest 
is ready, but the laborers are few. 
SVdP is called to follow Christ through service to those in need and to bear witness to 
his compassionate and liberating love.  We show this commitment through person-
to-person contact that incorporates all elements of social distancing. So we use 
masks, hand sanitizer, and mandated physical spacing.  With these elements in 
place, we continue to serve in hope. 
Please contact the Parish office at 530.877.4501 for more details on how you can 
help with this important call from Christ. 

Saint Martha

Saint Alphonsus Liguori                     

http://stmparadise.org
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LA RED RECOJE TODA CLASE DE 

PECES 

Jesús nos enseña que al final de la historia, los 
malos y los buenos serán separados y tendrán 
un destino entero diferente.  Dios nos pone en 
alerta, porque nos ama. 

  

Seamos “buenos peces”’ para que nos 
pongan en los canastos del cielo.  

Oh clementísima, oh amada, dulce Madre María, 
Nosotros, tus hijos de todas las naciones, 
Nos acercamos a ti en esta pandemia. 
Tenemos muchos problemas; nuestros temores 
son grandes. 
Permite que podamos ponerlos a tus pies, 
Que nos refugiemos en tu Inmaculado Corazón, 
Y obtengamos paz, sanación, rescate, 
Y ayuda con nuestras necesidades en el momento 
preciso. 
Tú eres nuestra Madre. 
Rezale a tu Hijo por nosotros. 
Amen 
  

Sacramento de la Reconciliación 
programado para el jueves 6 de agosto, en STM, 
¡se requerirá una cita! Para programar por favor 
llame al p. Oficina de STM, 530.877.4501.

        July 

The Month of the Precious Blood  
of Christ 

 Sacred Heart of Jesus 

The month of July traditionally honors the 
Most Precious Blood of Jesus. It is the blood 
of Christ, the Lamb of God, which cleanses us 

from sin — therefore the Church developed a 
devotion to Jesus’ physical blood and its mystical 
power, just as it did for His Sacred Heart from which 
His blood poured out on the Cross. The Precious 
Blood of Jesus courses through the Church 
spiritually, giving eternal life to the Body of Christ 
through the sacraments.  

• Devotion to the Precious Blood is not a spiritual 
option, it is a spiritual obligation, that is not only for 
priests, but for every follower of Christ.  

• Devotion, is a composite of three elements: 1) 
veneration, 2) invocation, and 3) imitation.  

• Our devotion to the Precious Blood of Christ, the 
Lamb of God who was slain, incorporates our love, 
knowledge, and adoration.  

• To more fully understand the Precious Blood, we 
are to study to come to a deeper understanding of 
those two words. 

Excerpted from morningoffering.com  and The Precious Blood of 
Christ, Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J.; www.catholicculture.org   

O clement, O loving, O sweet Mother Mary,  
We, your children of every nation,  
Turn to you in this pandemic.  
Our troubles are numerous; our fears are great.  
Grant that we might deposit them at your feet,  
Take refuge in your Immaculate Heart,  
And obtain peace, healing, rescue,  
And timely help in all our needs.  
You are our Mother.  
Pray for us to your Son. 
 

Amen. 

Weekday Mass, 8:30a, at ODS  
with Fr. Martin. 

No reservation required! Misa de lunes a viernes, 8:30a, en ODS con 
Fr. Martin. No se requiere reserva!! 

Julio  
Mes de la 

Preciosísima Sangre 
de CristoSagrado 
Corazón de Jesús

http://morningoffering.com
http://www.catholicculture.org
http://stmparadise.org
http://morningoffering.com
http://www.catholicculture.org
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Bishop Jaime Soto lifted the suspension on the public celebration of 
the Sacrifice of the Mass in the Diocese of Sacramento Mon., June 8. 
Social Distancing Protocols are in place. As of July 14 there are new 
updates at https://www.scd.org/coronavirus/bishop 

For guidelines, Coming Back to the Table, go to: 
https://www.scd.org/comingback 

You can also download a copy from the STM website  homepage: 
www.stmparadise.net  

REMINDERS! 

Quo Vadis 2020 Virtual Retreat, July 
30, 2020. This year’s retreat is being held 
virtually via Zoom. Boys, aged 13 to 17, 
will learn about the Priesthood, Diaconate, 

and Married Life. There also will be time for fellowship, 
games, and prayer for their vocations. For more details and 
registration go to www.scd.org/quovadis  

For Mass Intentions please call the St. Thomas More Parish 
Office during office hours , Monday to Thursday, 9 a.m to  2 
p.m. at 530.877.4501.  You also may email Mass intentions 
to the office at office@stmparadise.org .  

New Address? New Phone Number? Please call the 
church office to give us your new contact information.  

The Women of St. Thomas More are now on summer 
break. Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 26 at 
10 a.m., in the school multipurpose room. This room is 
spacious with plenty of area to maintain social distancing 
protocols. Bring a mask. Bring your own snacks. Hand sanitizer, 
bottled water and juice will be provided.  
Blessings for a safe summer. By God’s grace we’ll reconvene 
safe and healthy this fall!  
Remember: Wear your mask and wash your hands! 

"You must not abandon the ship in a storm 
because you cannot control the winds . . . 

What you cannot turn to good, you must at 
least make as little bad as you can.” 

— St. Thomas More 

FOR VIRTUAL MASS: 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion  
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all 
things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I 

cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You 

as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to 
You. Never permit me to be separated from You.  

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and lead 
us to everlasting life. And may the souls of the faithful 

departed rest in peace.    Amen.  

  Comunion Espiritual 
Jesús mío, creo que Tú estás en el Santísimo 

Sacramento; te amo sobre todas las cosas y deseo 
recibirte ahora dentro de mi alma; ya que no te puedo 

recibir sacramentalmente, ven a lo menos 
espiritualmente a mi corazón.  

PARISHIONER 
UPDATE: 

Congratulations 
Julia Lowman & Lillian More! 

Confirmation July 26, 2020

The next Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament is scheduled for August 6,      
the first Thursday of August, during the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Come spend 
some quiet time with the Lord starting at 5 
p.m. (Socially distance. Bring your mask.) 

http://www.scd.org/quovadis
https://www.scd.org/comingback
http://www.stmparadise.net
https://www.scd.org/comingback
http://www.stmparadise.net
http://www.scd.org/quovadis
http://stmparadise.org
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