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MEDITATION of the DAY
Instructed in the Kingdom of Heaven  

When the Lord called the prophet Samuel as a boy, he was 
instructed to respond: Speak, Lord, your servant is listening 
(1 Sm 3:9). I have to admit that my prayer often goes more like, 
“Listen, Lord, your servant is speaking.” But prayer is a 
genuine conversation only if it includes truly listening to the 

MEDITATION OF THE DAY
The Importance of Prayer 

I have been overcome with grief at times, and felt my heart like a 
stone in my breast, it was so heavy, and always I have heard, too, that 
voice, “Pray.” What can we do? We can pray. We can pray without 
ceasing, as Saint Paul said. We can say with the Apostles, “Lord, 
teach me to pray.” We can say with Saint Paul, Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do? (Acts 22:10). Will our Father give us a stone when we                           

Meditation of the Day continues on the next page

SEPTEMBER INTENTIONS of the HOLY FATHER
Respect for the Planet's Resources

We pray that the planet's resources will not be plundered, but shared 
in a just and respectful manner.

Respeto por los recursos del planeta
Recemos para que los recursos del planeta no sean saqueados, Sino 

que se compartan de manera justa y respetuosa.
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Important Dates 

06Sep: STM 40Days4Life Prayer Vigil Begins 2day  
13Sep: Grandparents Day!                                 
19Sep: St. Thos. Apostle Tee-Off Table Mtn Golf                                                                                                                                                                              

Sunday Readings 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9 
Psalm 95 If today you hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts.  
2nd Reading: Romans: 13:8-10       
Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK - LET US PRAY FOR  
Sharon Wilson
Joanne Locke
Leo Bourgeois
Michael Turk
Myrna Penna

Bacilia Macias
Dennis Nizzi                                                                                   

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

  www.stmparadise.net   |  530.877.4501 | Email: o!ce@stmparadise.org

MASS INTENTIONS FOR SUNDAY; SEPT. 6TH

Marie Dierssen †

Miroslaw “Mike” Lewandowski †                                                                                      XXIII Domingo Ordinario

40 DAYS 4 LIFE PRAYER VIGIL BEGINS TODAY!
40-DAYS OF PRAYER INSERT INSIDE 

SEE BACK PAGE FOR MORE INFORMATION 



     stmparadise.org Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time September 6, 2020
 

Meditation of the Day continued $om $ont page.

MEDITATION of the DAY:  The Importance of Prayer  
ask for bread?
We remember Jesus’ words: I tell you solemnly once again, if two of 
you on earth agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted to you 
by my Father in heaven. For where two or three meet in my name, I 
shall be there with them (Mt 18:19-20).  There is another bit of 
scripture which stands out in my mind these days. It is this: Where 
sin abounded, there did grace more abound (Rom 5:20).  Resting in 
this promise, I am content.... 
Many young people have come here and worked with us, and they 
tell us after a while that they have learned a lot and are grateful to 
us, but they disagree with us on various matters.... You people are 
impractical, they tell us, nice idealists, but not headed anywhere big 
and important. They are right. We are impractical, as one of us put 
it, as impractical as Calvary. There is no point in trying to make us 
into something we are not. We are not another community fund 
group, anxious to help people with some bread and butter and a cup 
of coffee or tea. We feed the hungry, yes; we try to shelter the 
homeless and give them clothes, if we have some, but there is a 
strong faith at work; we pray.  If an outsider who comes to visit 
doesn’t pay attention to our praying and what that means, then he’ll 
miss the whole point of things.  — SERVANT OF GOD DOROTHY DAY  

Dorothy Day († 1980) was co-founder of the Catholic Worker movement. [From The Reckless Way of 
Love: Notes on Following Jesus. © 2017, Plough Publishing House, Walden, NY. All rights reserved. 
www.plough.com.] 
Excerpt from Magnificat, Sept. 2020; Sunday, Sept. 6th, Meditation of the Day

The Week’s Readings 

Monday; September 7th                                   
1st Reading: 1Corinthians 5:1-8                         
Psalm 5 Lead me in your justice, Lord. 
Gospel: Luke 6:6-11 

Tuesday; Sept. 8th                                     
1st Reading: Micah 5:1-4a                         
2nd Reading: Romans 8:28-30                                
Psalm13 With delight I rejoice in the Lord.                                        
Gospel: Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23 

Wed.; September 9th                                 
1st Reading: 1Corinthians 7:25-31                 
Psalm 45 Listen to me, daughter; see and 
bend your ear.                                        
Gospel: Luke 6:20-26                               
Thursday;  September 10th                                             

1st Reading: 1Corinthians 8:1b-7, 11-13         
Psalm 139 Guide me, Lord, along the 
everlasting way.                                       
Gospel: Luke 6:27-38 

Friday;  September 11th                                                                                       

1st Reading: 1Corinth. 9:16-19, 22b-27                                                
Psalm 84  How lovely is your dwelling place, 
Lord, mighty God!                                               
Gospel: Luke 6:39-42                  
Sat.; September 12th                                                         

1st Reading: 1Corinthians 10:14-22                    
Psalm 116 To you, Lord, I will offer a 
sacrifice of praise.                                                                                                           
Gospel:  Luke 6:43-49 

Feast of the Nativity  of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary

The next Sacrament of 
Reconcilliation is scheduled 

for Thursday, Oct. 1, at STM.  An 
appointment is required! To 
schedule your appointment 

please call the St. Thomas More 
office at 530.877.4501.

THE SACRAMENTS 
1st Communion, 1st Reconciliation, or Baptism? 
Do you know a child, youth, or adult who wants to receive the Sacraments of First 
Communion/Reconciliation or Baptism?  If you are interested or just have 
questions, contact our parish office at 530-877-4501 or email us at 
office@stmparadise.org 

¿Primera comunión, primera reconciliación o bautismo? 
 ¿Conoces a un niño, joven o adulto que quiere recibir los sacramentos de la 
primera communion, reconciliación o bautismo?  Si está interesado o tiene 
preguntas, comuníquese con nuestra ofi cina parroquial al 530-877-4501 o 
envíe un correo electrónico a: offi ce@stmparadise.org 

The Most Holy Name of 
Mary                   

Sacramento de la Reconciliación 
programado para el jueves 1 de octubre, en STM,            
¡se requerirá una cita! Para programar por favor llame        
al p. Oficina de STM, 530.877.4501.

Saint Peter Claver
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PONERNOS DE ACUERDO PARA PEDIR 
LO QUE NOS CONVIENE 
  
Invocar a Dios no es frotar la “lámpara de 
Aladino” para pedirle a un genio que 
cumpla nuestros deseos, no.  Muchas 
veces lo único que queremos es que 
Dios haga nuestra voluntad, sin 
detenernos a pensar si eso que le pedimos en 
realidad nos conviene. 
  
El Señor nos ama, pero el no es tonto.  Nosotros 
somos los que muchas veces actuamos como 
tales. 
  
Recordando la parábola del hijo pródigo, vemos 
en ella que el padre le entregó la parte de la 
herencia que tenía destinada para su hijo, pero 
que él no supo darle un buen uso a esos bienes. 

Hoy Jesús nos dice que si dos de nosotros nos 
ponemos de acuerdo para pedir algo, “sea lo que 
fuere” (nunca algo malo), nuestro Padre del cielo 
nos lo concederá. 
  
Esto es un llamado para que las familias oren 
juntas, y para que participemos en la Misa. 

“Donde dos o tres se reúnen en mi nombre, 
        ahí estoy yo en medio de ellos”. 

  
  

  September Devotion 
Our Lady of Sorrows 

Since the 16th century Catholic piety has assigned 
entire months to special 
devotions. This month, we 
celebrate Our Lady of 
Sorrows. Excerpted from  
www.catholicculture.org 
Prayers source: Â Prayer Book, by 
Reverend John P. O'Connell, M.A., 
S.T.D. & Jex Martin, M.A., The 
Catholic Press, Inc., Chicago, Illinois, 
1954 

As Our Mother’s feast day is on September 15, September has 
traditionally been set aside to honor Our Lady of Sorrows. All the 
sorrows of Mary (the prophecy of Simeon, the three days' loss, etc.) 
are merged in the supreme suffering at the Passion.  
In the Passion, Mary suffered a martyrdom of the heart because of 
Our Lord's torments and the greatness of her love for Him. "She it 
was," says Pope Pius XII, "who immune from all sin, personal or 
inherited, and ever more closely united with her Son, offered Him 
on Golgotha to the Eternal Father together with the holocaust of 
her maternal rights and motherly love. As a new Eve, she made 
this offering for all the children of Adam contaminated through his 
unhappy fall. Thus she, who was the mother of our Head according 
to the flesh, became by a new title of sorrow and glory the spiritual 
mother of all His members.” 

A Daily Prayer for the week of September 6 
INVOCATION:  Mary most sorrowful, Mother of Christians, 
pray for us. Virgin most sorrowful, pray for us. 

TO THE QUEEN OF MARTYRS  
Mary, most holy Virgin and Queen of Martyrs, accept the sincere 
homage of my filial affection. Into thy heart, pierced by so many 
swords, do thou welcome my poor soul. Receive it as the 
companion of thy sorrows at the foot of the Cross, on which Jesus 
died for the redemption of the world. With thee, O sorrowful 
Virgin, I will gladly suffer all the trials, contradictions, and 
infirmities which it shall please our Lord to send me. I offer them 
all to thee in memory of thy sorrows, so that every thought of my 
mind, and every beat of my heart may be an act of compassion 
and of love for thee. And do thou, sweet Mother, have pity on me, 
reconcile me to thy divine Son Jesus, keep me in His grace, and 
assist me in my last agony, so that I may be able to meet thee in 
heaven and sing thy glories. Amen. 
Weekday Mass, 8:30a at ODS with Fr. Martin.  

No reservation required! 

 Devoción de Septiembre  
Nuestra Señora de los Dolores

Misa de lunes a viernes, 8:30a, en ODS con 
Fr. Martin. No se requiere reserva!! 
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REMINDERS! 

Not receiving e-mail advisories from the STM 
Office about Mass cancellations or other updates? 

Let us know. Call the church offi ce  530.877-4501 or send an 
e-mail to  office@stmparadise.org 

For Mass Intentions please call the St. Thomas More Parish 
Offi ce during offi ce hours , Monday to Thursday, 9 a.m to  2 
p.m. at 530.877.4501.  You also may email Mass intentions 
to the offi ce at office@stmparadise.org .  

Moving? New Address? New Phone Number? Please 
call the church offi ce to give us your new contact information.  

St. Thomas the Apostle School Tee-Off “FORE” the Kids 
Annual Golf Tournament is Sat., Sept. 
19th at the Table Mountain Golf Course.   
All proceeds  benefi t St. Thomas the Apostle 
School located in historic Oroville on Bird 

Street.  Tee Times individually arranged per Health Dept. 
mandate.  More info and a link to the registration page can 
be found at https://tee-off-fore-the-kids.perfectgolfevent.com 
or by calling the school at (530) 534-6969.  Prizes will be 
awarded for putting, closest to the tee, and longest drive.  
Raffl e tickets will be sold & registration includes a delicious 
lunch at the clubhouse.  Arrive at 7:00 a.m. Tee-time begins 
at 8:00 a.m. 

PARISH UPDATE: 
Life-Saving Prayer Project Kicks Off in Butte County 
From Sept 23 through Nov. 1,  a life-saving prayer project will unite  
us with other cities for a peaceful, prayerful, simultaneous pro-life 
outreach —- 40 Days For Life! We pray this effort will result in the end 
of abortion.  
40 Days For Life is a cross-denominational, faith-based effort 
comprised of three key components: 
1. Prayer & Fasting by people of faith during the 40 days. 
2. Peaceful Vigil as we stand for life during a 40-day peaceful, 

prayerful, public witness outside the Planned Parenthood 
abortion clinic, 3100 Cohasset Rd., Chico.  

3. Community Outreach thru a positive, upbeat pro-life message 

Prayer Changes Things! 
These prayer-based 40 Days For Life Campaigns have generated 
critical, measurable, life-saving results: 
• 7,440 local campaigns in 63 countries. 
• 17,226+ children reported saved from abortion 
• 28% drop in the number of local abortions here in Butte County 
• 206 abortion workers have left the industry 
• 107 abortion facilities have closed  

Our Prayers Are Working But There’s Still More to Do 
We’ve included a 40 Days For Life Prayer Calendar that we hope 
you will use to join with the thousands of us in prayer for the daily 
petitions listed in the calendar. Why a prayer calendar? Well, we 
can all pray! This calendar lists the prayer intentions for each week 
of the 40-day vigil, which ensures our focus and intentional clarity.   

Get Involved! Here’s Why: 
Life is a gift from God. We are very valuable to Him; so much so 
that He sent his son, Jesus, to show us His love and offer us 
forgiveness, new life, and eternal life. God calls us to protect the 
life of the weak and those who have no voice — the elderly, the sick, 
and the unborn. If we do nothing, we cannot expect our society to 
change for the better.  

Vigil Location & Hours 
Location: Planned Parenthood Facility, 3100 Cohasset, Chico, Ca.  
95973. Please park on Frontier Drive.  The Vigil will take place 
from 4 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily, beginning Sept. 23 through Nov. 1. 

Questions? Need More Information? 
Please call Kathy DeCristofaro at 530-873-4132.  

PARISHIONER UPDATE: 
We regret to share with 
you that parishioner 
Hilde Schrader passed 
away Saturday, August 

29. Please keep Hilde and her  family in your 
prayers this week.  

The Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,  
usually scheduled during the Sacrament of 
Reconcilliation, has been cancelled until 
further notice.  


