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MEDITATION OF THE DAY
For God So Loved the World           

Christian faith is centered on Christ; it is the confession that Jesus is 
Lord and that God has raised him from the dead. All the threads of 
the Old Testament converge on Christ; he becomes the definitive Yes 

Meditation of the Day continues on the next page

MARCH INTENTIONS of the HOLY FATHER
Sacrament Of Reconciliation 

Let us pray that we may experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
with renewed depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God.

Sacramento de la Reconciliación
Recemos para que vivamos el sacramento de la Reconciliación con 

renovada profundidad, para saborear la infinita misericordia de Dios.

   

About St. Thomas More 
Priest Supvr.  Fr Martin J. Ramat           
Parish Steward Greg Kidder         
Secretary Maresa Kelly                     
Religious Education Deon Mangan

St. Thomas More Catholic Church              
767 Elliott Rd. Paradise, CA 95969       
Office Hrs: Mon. - Thurs. 9a-2p 
530.877.4501 (Office closed Friday) 
Mass: Sunday at Noon                             
CONFESSION 1st Thursday 5P - 6P  
(Call to schedule an  appointment )                                                                                               

Important Dates 

16Mar: Scripture Study after 830A Mass at STM   
18Mar: Mass 830A at STM w/ communion                                                       
20Mar: Marriage Conference (see back page)     
28Mar: Palm Sunday                                             
01Apr: Sacrament of Reconcilliation 5p       
02Apr: Divine Mercy Chaplet 10A STM                                     
04Apr: Easter Sunday  Mass Noon                                                                                                                                                                                   

Sunday Readings 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

1st Reading 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a                       
Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6  The Lord is my 
shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.                                                                                                             
El Señor es mi pastor, nade me faltará.                                     
2nd Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14            
Gospel: John 9:1-41

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK - LET US PRAY FOR  Ken Miller
Joseph Rossetti

Shirley Richards
Leo Bourgeois
Antonia Reyes

Joyce & Gene Kemper
Madison Decristofaro

Caroline Keyes
John Johnson

Jorge & Rosario Moreno
Patricia Sanmiguel

Sharon Wilson                           

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

  www.stmparadise.net   |  530.877.4501 | Email: office@stmparadise.org

MASS INTENTIONS FOR SUNDAY; MARCH 14TH

Luz Tacandong †

Tina Penna † 

IV Domingo de Cuaresma

JOIN US EACH THURSDAY FOR MASS ON THE RIDGE!
8:30 A.M. AT ST. THOMAS MORE 

IN CHURCH LIVE-STREAM FROM ODS

http://stmparadise.org
http://www.stmparadise.net
mailto:office@stmparadise.org
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Meditation of the Day continued from front page.

MEDITATION of the DAY:  For God So Loved the World       
to all the promises, the ultimate basis of our Amen to God. If Israel 
continued to recall God’s great acts of love, which formed the core 
of its confession of faith and broadened its gaze in faith, the life of 
Jesus now appears as the locus of God’s definitive intervention, the 
supreme manifestation of his love for us. The Word which God 
speaks to us in Jesus is not simply one word among many, but his 
eternal Word. God can give no greater guarantee of his love.... 
Christian faith is thus faith in a perfect love, in its decisive power, 
in its ability to transform the world and to unfold its history. We 
know and believe the love that God has for us (1Jn 4:16). In the love of 
God revealed in Jesus, faith perceives the foundation on which all 
reality and its final destiny rest. 
The clearest proof of the reliability of Christ’s love is to be found in 
his dying for our sake. If laying down one’s life for one’s friends is 
the greatest proof of love, Jesus offered his own life for all, even for 
his enemies, to transform their hearts. This explains why the 
evangelists could see the hour of Christ’s crucifixion as the 
culmination of the gaze of faith; in that hour the depth and breadth 
of God’s love shone forth. It was then that Saint John offered his 
solemn testimony, as together with the Mother of Jesus he gazed 
upon the pierced one: He who saw this has borne witness, so that 
you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he 
tells the truth (Jn 19:35). In Dostoevsky’s The Idiot, Prince Myshkin 
sees a painting by Hans Holbein the Younger depicting Christ dead 
in the tomb and says: “Looking at that painting might cause one to 
lose his faith.” The painting is a gruesome portrayal of the 
destructive effects of death on Christ’s body. Yet it is precisely in 
contemplating Jesus’ death that faith grows stronger and receives a 
dazzling light; then it is revealed as faith in Christ’s steadfast love 
for us, a love capable of embracing death to bring us salvation. 
This love, which did not recoil before death in order to show its 
depth, is something I can believe in; Christ’s total self-gift 
overcomes every suspicion and enables me to entrust myself to him 
completely.  —POPE FRANCIS 

His Holiness Pope Francis was elected to the See of Saint Peter in 2013. / From 
Encyclical Letter Lumen Fidei of the Supreme Pontiff Francis to the Bishops, Priests & 
Decons, Consecrated Persons & the Lay Faithful on Faith, United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC.  
Excerpt from Magnificat, Meditation of the Day, March 14, 2021.

This Week’s Readings

Monday; March 15TH                                
1st Reading: Isaiah 65:17-21 
Psalm 30 I will praise you, Lord, for you 
have rescued me.  
Gospel: John 4:43-54 

Tuesday; March 16TH                                  
1st Reading: Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12                                                             
Psalm 46  The Lord of hosts is with us; our 
stronghold is the God of Jacob.                                                          
Gospel: John 5:1-16 

Wednesday; March 17TH                            
1st Reading: Isaiah 49:8-15                      
Psalm 145  The Lord is gracious & merciful                                                                                                                      
Gospel: John 5:17-30    

Thursday;  March 18TH                                          

1st Reading: Exodus 32:7-14                                                            
Psalm 106  Remember us, O Lord, as you 
favor your people.                                               
Gospel: John 5:31-47 

Fri.;  March 19TH                                                                                   

1st Reading: Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16                                                  
Psalm 89 The son of David will live for ever.                                 
2nd Reading: Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22                                     
Gospel: Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a  
Gospel: Luke 2:41-51a 

Saturday; March 20TH                                                       

1st Reading: Jeremiah 11:18-20                             
PS 7 O Lord my God, in you I take refuge                                                   
Gospel: John 7:40-53                                                           

Sacramento de la Reconciliación 
Esta programado para el jueves 1 de abril, en STM. Favor de 
llamar a la oficina para ponerlo (a) en la lista.  530.877.4501.

PLAN NOW!  The next Sacrament of 
Reconcilliation is Thursday, APRIL 1ST,  at 
STM.  An appointment is required to be 
placed on the list! Please note that an 
exact time will not be provided.  We need 
you to call so that we know who and how 
many to expect. Get placed on the list by 
calling the church office at 530.877.4501.

THE SOLEMNITY OF ST. JOSEPH 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

http://stmparadise.org
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TODO EL QUE CREA EN ÉL 
TENDRÁ VIDA ETERNA 

  
En su diálogo con Nicodemo, Jesús le 
hace ver que fue tanto el amor de 
Dios por el mundo, que le entregó a 
su Hijo único para que él mundo se 
salve por medio de el: “Así como 
Moisés levantó la serpiente en el 
desierto, así tiene que ser levantado el Hijo del 
hombre, para que todo el que crea en él tenga 
vida eterna”.  De la Cruz de Cristo nace una 
humanidad nueva. 

El signo de la Cruz nos distingue cómo 
discípulos de Cristo; por eso en cada Iglesia 
y en los hogares cristianos podemos 
encontrar varias de ellas. 
Cuando miremos una imagen de Cristo 
crucificado, hagámoslo con gratitud y 
reconozcamos el gran amor de Dios. 
Antes de cada momento importante del día, 
hagamos la señal de la Santa Cruz sobre 
nosotros y nuestras familias. 
No olvidemos que el camino de la 
resurrección pasa por la Cruz, para así 
alcanzar el sitio que nos han reservado en el 
cielo. 

Cree en Jesús exige de nosotros una 
conversión continua. 

 
 

  March Devotion 
            ST. JOSEPH 

The Church traditionally dedicates the 
March to the special veneration of St. 
Joseph, whose feast day is March 19th. 
The Solemnity of St. Joseph is celebrated 
in many ways all over the world.  Most 
well-known is the St. Joseph Table or St. 
Joseph Altar traditions started in Sicily. 
In America we do little or nothing to honor 
the foster father of Jesus, but in Italy and 
especially in Sicily this is one of the great 
holidays. St. Joseph has been chosen the 
patron and protector of the family; and our 
families certainly need a powerful lobbyist 

in heaven. Everyone loves St. Joseph Day in Sicily. 
The rich prepare a great buffet dinner where traditional 
dishes are served. Guests are those whom St. Joseph 
would invite: the poor, the unfortunate, the halt and the 
blind. Everyone is invited to share the feast where rich 
and poor receive the blessing of St. Joseph and his 
blessed food. We too can celebrate this feast to honor 
St. Joseph using our own special meatless recipes, 
Friday, March 19,  made in our own homes; then 
together with our guests opening the feast with the St. 
Joseph prayer below:  

Prayer of the Year to St. Joseph 
To you, O blessed Joseph (Ad te, beate Ioseph) 
To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our afflictions, and having 
implored the help of your most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke 
your patronage also. 
Through that charity which bound you to the Immaculate Virgin 
Mother of God and through the paternal love with which you 
embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the 
inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by his Blood, and with 
your power and strength to aid us in our necessities. 
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, defend the chosen 
children of Jesus Christ; O most loving father, ward off from us every 
contagion of error and corrupting influence; O our most mighty 
protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in our struggle with 
the power of darkness. 
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now protect 
God’s Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all 
adversity; shield, too, each one of us by your constant protection, so 
that, supported by your example and your aid, we may be able to live 
piously, to die in holiness, and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. 
Amen. 

 Dedicación/Devoción de marzo  

                          SAN JOSÉ

 †

 †

 †

 †

http://stmparadise.org
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DIOCESE SPECIAL EVENTS

Attention STM Parishioners, Parents, and Youth! 
You have a special invitation to several awesome online events! Join in 
from the STM Facebook, website or the links below. And watch this 
space for even more events in March. 

SAT., MARCH 20 > Together in Holiness Marriage Conference. 
Registration is now open at https://forlifeandfamily.org/events/
th21-smca/  The diocese Office of Family & Faith Formation, partnering 
with the St. John Paul II Foundation, presents the first Together in 
Holiness marriage enrichment conference for all married and engaged 
couples in the diocese. Presented online as part of the At-Home 
Conference Experience, Together in Holiness will include Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Soto & Marriage Blessing, Eucharistic Adoration, 
and inspiring keynotes on evangelization featuring Dominick Albano, 
Rob and Jeanie Uchison, and more! The conference will be live-
streamed. Conference recordings will be available for one week after 
March 20. Take time to focus on building up your marriage and family 
at Together in Holiness! Cost is $15 per couple. For more info, call 
Moises De Leon at 916-733-0133 or email to  mdeleon@scd.org 

40 DAYS 4 LIFE WKLY PRAYER INTENTIONS
The prayer vigil for 40 Days for Life began 
February 17, with specific intentions for each 
week. We hope you can find time to pray with us 
for the intentions of this week.  
We pray…                                                            

March 14: …That those who have forgotten their purpose, may 
discover it in God, and therefore, have the courage to choose life. 
March 15:  …For humility in our work for God’s kingdom. 
March 16:  …For the conversion and healing of abortionists and all 
abortion activists.  
March17: …Praises to God for His compassion to pardon our sins and 
forgive our transgressions & that He delights in showing mercy. 
March 18: …That those tempted to abort may understand that their 
child is already present and already a real person. 
March 19 …For the medical community & the truth they know about 
the human body becomes awe & wonder at the God who made it. 
March 20: …For the end of abortion and for the expansion of the 
pregnancy help center movement worldwide.  

PARISH UPDATES
Guided Scripture Sharing During Lent every Tuesday 
at STM Following 8:30A Mass 
Are you seeking a closer relationship with God?  Want a way 
to benefit from the scripture of the day?  We invite you to 
guided scripture sharing this Tuesday, March 16 at St. Thomas 
More.   

Our scripture sharing will be led by Jim Collins, Adult Faith 
Formation leader, using a form of Lectio Divina.  This will be a 
30-minute session during which we will read the scripture of 
the day, reflect, and pray as we are moved closer to God. 

We meet each Tuesday during Lent, at STM, immediately 
following 8:30 a.m. Mass. Sign up at the meeting. Materials 
will be provided at no cost. 

AN INVITATION TO PRAYER
Join us to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet the first Friday, 
of every month, 10 a.m., at STM. Next meeting: April 2. 

Te invitamos a rezar con nosotros La Coronilla 
a la Divina Misericordia todos los primeros viernes de  
cada mes a las 2 p.m. Próxima reunión: 2 de abril. 

CROWN ROSARY 1st SUNDAY APRIL 4
The St. Francis and Clare fraternity of STM  recently beautified 
Mary’s garden. Please visit the garden for some quiet time to 
pray, say the rosary or just watch the birds.  You are also 
invited to join The Franciscans every first Sunday. 
Note first Sunday schedule: 
• 10 a.m. Crown Rosary April 4 
• 10:30 a.m. Divine Office 
• 12 p.m. Mass 
• Formation &  meeting after Mass 

THANK YOU FATHER MARTIN!
Thank you Father Martin for leading the STM Stations 
of the Cross Friday, March 12.  We had a great turnout and 
following Stations we enjoyed a delicious soup supper 
prepared by Liz Fiero. Also thanks to the Women of STM & 
Greg DiChristofaro for help with setup & cleanup.  

 Weekday 8:30A Mass at ODS  
with Father Martin! 

You have 3 easy options! 
1. Live stream via STM or ODS website 

2. Drive-in Mass  
3. In-church Mass with limited seating 

THE SACRAMENTS
1st Communion, 1st Reconciliation, or Baptism? 
Do you want information about the sacraments? Please call  
the parish office at 530-877-4501 or email us at 
office@stmparadise.org 

¿Primera comunión, primera reconciliación o 
bautismo? 
Para información acerca de los sacramento favor de llamar a 
la oficina de STM.  

Diocese of Sacramento Office of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry, 
with the Office of Family and Faith 
Formation Invite STM to Events!  

https://forlifeandfamily.org/events/th21-smca/
https://forlifeandfamily.org/events/th21-smca/
https://forlifeandfamily.org/events/th21-smca/
https://forlifeandfamily.org/events/th21-smca/
http://stmparadise.org
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