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MEDITATION of the DAY
The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ  

Oh Jesus! my Lord, my God, and my all! I believe that you in your 
living manhood are as truly present in the Blessed Sacrament as when 
you did walk amidst men and converse with them. Relying on their 
word, which shall not pass away, I believe that you are here, ever 
living to make intercession for us. Here is your sacred Body, which 
hung upon the cross; here is your soul, which was sorrowful unto
                              Meditation of the Day continues on the next page.

JUNE INTENTIONS of the HOLY FATHER
The Way of the Heart

We pray that all those who suffer may find their way in life, allowing 
themselves to be touched by the Heart of Jesus.

   

About St. Thomas More 
Parish Steward Greg Kidder            
Priest Supvr.  Fr Martin J. Ramat 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church              
767 Elliott Rd. Paradise, CA 95969       
Office Hrs: Mon. - Thurs. 9a-2p 
530.877.4501 (Office closed Friday) 
MASS Every Sunday at  1 p.m.                                
CONFESSION 1st Thursday 5P - 6P                                                                                                 

Important Dates 

14June: Welcome Home Parishioners!          
14June: SOCIAL DISTANCE MASS W/ MASKS 
14June: Bring your 40 Cans of food to Mass 
27June: STM Women’s Away Mtg to Red Bluff                                                                                                                                                                                
02July: Sacrament of Reconciliation 5p 

Sunday Readings 

Solemnity of the Holy Body & Blood of Christ 

1st Reading: Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14b-16a 
Psalm 147 Praise the Lord, Jerusalem 
2nd Reading: 1Corinthians 10:16-17 
Gospel: John 6:51-58 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK - LET US PRAY FOR  David Brown  (surgery July 7)
Susan Hoffman

Sam Weaver                                                                                         

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

  www.stmparadise.net   |  530.877.4501 | Email: office@stmparadise.org

Welcome Home St. Thomas More Parishioners! 
Bienvenido a Casa St. Thomas ¡Más Feligreses!

June is the Month  
of  

The Sacred Heart of Jesus

MASS INTENTIONS FOR SUNDAY; JUNE 14
Idalis Collazo † 
Derrill Farley †                                                                                       Solemnidad del Cuerpo Santo y Sangre de Cristo

http://www.stmparadise.net
mailto:office@stmparadise.org
http://stmparadise.org
http://www.stmparadise.net
mailto:office@stmparadise.org
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Continued from front page.

MEDITATION of the DAY: The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 
death and agonized in the Garden of Olives on account of my sins; 
here are those sacred wounds made by the nails and spear; here are 
those eyes which looked with pity and love on the penitent Peter; 
here are those ears which heard the cruel cry...crucify him, and 
which listened so compassionately to all the ills of men. I do   
believe, Lord: help my unbelief. 
Throughout the centuries sacred writers have vied with one another 
in describing the marvel of the Real Presence. It has been called the 
greatest work of God, the mirror of the divine perfections, the 
reflection of the wisdom, the immensity, and the eternity of God, a 
type of all the operations of God, the teacher of the unity of God. It 
has been described as the continuation and the parallel of the 
Incarnation and the sum of its wonders, as the mirror of the life of 
Christ, as the triumph of the Church and even as its very life, as the 
explanation of the phenomena of the Church, as the compendium of 
all miracles, as the example of every virtue, as the fountain of all 
grace, as the magnet of souls. Yet, strive as they may, no writers, no 
poets, no saints can say anything more outstanding than this truth—
the Blessed Sacrament is God.    —CANON FRANCIS J. RIPLEY 
Canon Ripley († 1998) was an English priest, author, and apologist. [From This is the Faith. 
© 2002, Thomas A. Nelson, TAN Books, Charlotte, NC (www.tanbooks.com). Used with 
permission.]  
Excerpt from Magnificat,  June 2020, Sun., June 14th, Meditation of the Day              

Él Esta Con Nosotros  
¿Y NO NOS DAMOS CUENTA?

Aun estando en el cielo
Cristo esta con nosotros.

•Él se queda como verdadero alimento nuestro.

•Su presencia real permanece en cada hostia consagrada que se 
conserva en los sagrarios de todo el mundo.

No seamos indiferentes ante la presencia eucarística de Jesus.

The Week’s Readings 

Monday; June 15th                                   
1st Reading: 1Kings 21:1-16                            
Psalm 5 Lord, listen to my groaning.  
Gospel: Matthew 5:38-42 

Tuesday; June 16th                                      
1st Reading: 1Kings 21:17-29                      
Psalm 51  Be merciful, O Lord, for we have 
sinned.                                          
Gospel: Matthew 5:43-48 

Wednesday; June 17th                                 
1st Reading: 2Kings 2:1, 6-14           
Psalm 31 Let your hearts take comfort, all 
who hope in the Lord.                                           
Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday;  June 18th                                         

1st Reading: Sirach 48:1-14           
Psalm 97  Rejoice in the Lord, you just!                                    
Gospel: Matthew 6:7-15 

Friday;  June 19th                                                                                        

1st Reading: Deuteronomy 7:6-11                                   
Psalm 103 The Lord’s kindness is 
everlasting to those who fear him.                        
Gospel: 1John 4:7-16                       
Saturday; June 20th                                                         

1st Reading: 1Kings 19:19-21                                      
Psalm16 You are my inheritance, O Lord.                                     
Gospel:  Matthew 5:33-37 

THE ELEVENTH  WEEK IN 
ORDINARY TIME

Solemnity of the Most Sacred        
Heart of Jesus

Consulte Protocolos de distanciamiento social en la 
página 11.

The Immaculate Heart             
of the                                    

Blessed Virgin Mary

http://stmparadise.org
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Welcome Home STM Parishioners! 

Good afternoon, parishioners of St. Thomas More, and 
welcome home. Bishop Jaime Soto has lifted suspension on 
the public celebration of the Sacrifice of the Mass in the 
Diocese of Sacramento as of Monday, June 8, making it 
possible for our Diocese to resume the public celebration of 
Mass today. How appropriate it is that we come back to the 
table on The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body & Blood of 
Christ. 
The number of people allowed at Mass is 25% of the  
building capacity or a maximum of 100 congregants, 
whichever is lower; to include the priest, deacon, and other 
ministers. Before the pandemic average attendance at STM 
was around 90 or so parishioners so we expect to be well 
within the guidelines.  

Social Distancing Protocols for Parishioners at Mass 
• Each person should consider his or her own health.  
• If you feel sick or exhibit symptoms STAY HOME! 

• Exercise caution and STAY HOME if you have any one or 
more of these six symptoms: 

1. Temperature above 100.4 F 
2. Cough or sore throat 
3. Recent loss of smell or taste  
4. Chills  
5. New muscle aches 
6. Gastrointestinal upset and diarrhea  

• If you have had contact with someone who has COVID-19, 
STAY HOME! 

• Parishioners over 65 or with an underlying condition 
should shelter-in-place. The dispensation from the 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass issued by Bishop Soto 
remains in force.  

• Masks are strongly encouraged. Gloves are advisable. 
• STM has a process for contact tracing in case a congregant 

at a Mass tests positive for COVID-19.  
• If you test positive for COVID-19, please notify the parish 

IMMEDIATELY to initiate contact tracing procedures.  
• Maintain six feet of space between you and other families 

or individuals.  
• Seating, entrances and exits may be different. Please 

follow any instructions from the Ushers or posted signs to 
help you with these changes.  

• Download a copy of diocese guidelines, Coming Back to 
the Table, online at https://www.scd.org/comingback 

June: The Month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Five Facts About 
the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus 

The Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus recalls Christ’s love for us. Here are five 
facts that you may not know about this 
important feast of Our Lord. 

1. The devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
took centuries to become a universal 
celebration. 

Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus goes back 
to the 11th century. St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 
had multiple visions of the Sacred Heart between 
1673 and 1675. However, it wasn’t until 90 years 
later in 1765, that the feast was officially 
celebrated in France. In 1856, Pope Pius IX made 
the feast of the Sacred Heart into a universal 
celebration. 

2. The first feast of the Sacred Heart was first 
celebrated Aug. 31, 1670 in Rennes, 
France. 

Even before St. Margaret Mary Alacoque had her 
visions of the Sacred Heart there was a recorded 
celebration of this feast. St. Jean Eudes 
composed the first Office and Mass of the Sacred 
Heart. 

3. The feast takes place on the 19th day 
after Pentecost. 

The feast of the Sacred Heart is scheduled to be 
celebrated on the Friday after the octave (eighth 
day) of the feast of Corpus Christi. Corpus Christi 
is traditionally the Thursday after Trinity Sunday. 
However, in the United States, Corpus Christi is 
instead celebrated on the following Sunday. 
Despite this, the feast of the Sacred Heart still 
takes place 19 days after Pentecost. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Five Facts continues on  page 9

http://stmparadise.org
https://www.scd.org/comingback
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There they were, nine of God’s finest. Young parishioners 
of St. Thomas More; 2020 graduates of Paradise High 
School. This year’s graduation ceremonies had to 
undergo a dramatic change due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, making this an unusual if certainly memorable 
graduation.  
Prior to their graduation, St. Thomas More had its own 
ceremony for the graduates. A sort of “drive-by congrats 
and goodies” processional.  

Katielyn Chandler 

Marshall Clow 

Gabe Galla 

Anais Hernandez 

Martin(Gavino)Rivera  

Oscar Rivera 

Carolina(Guadalupe)Vasquez 

John Webster 

Ben Weldon 

Congratulations Graduates! 
We are so proud of you! 

Katielyn Chandler

Ben Weldon

Anais Hernandez
Gabe Galla

Carolina Vasquez

http://stmparadise.org
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Ensuring that our parish celebration would coincide well 
with the graduation ceremonies taking place at Paradise 
High School, Youth Minister Phil Bartek set a program in 
motion. 

Assisted by Greg Kidder and Larry Ahumada, they set 
tables up under pop-up tents, festooned with balloons, 
near the Franciscan garden. Lori MacPhail put together 
gift bags containing treats, a rosary, wooden cross, and a 
book of reflections. Along Elliott Road, a congratulatory 
sign waved in the breeze over the marquee.   

The students, on their way to graduation, came by the 
church, picked up their goodies and posed for pics. 

Lots of smiles, thank you’s, and proud parents. Katielyn 
was valedictorian.  

Kudos to Marshall, Gabe, Oscar, Martin, Anais, Carolina, 
Katielyn, John, and Ben. Your hard work & determination 
under the unbelievable circumstances of the last nearly 
three years is nothing short of remarkable. Clearly God 
has been with you. We are all inspired by your grit, 
determination, and sheer will. 

You all comprise a special group of young people who are 
destined to do great things!  

Each of you exemplify the light of Christ. And we, your St. 
Thomas More parish family, are ever with you in prayer. 

Congratulations! Now, go get ‘em!  

Oscar Rivera

Marshall Clow

Martin Rivera

John Webster

http://stmparadise.org
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The Passing of Eugene B. Even 
EUGENE "GENE" B. 
EVEN passed away  
peacefully surrounded 
by family in Auburn, 
CA, April 17, 2020, 
of natural causes at 
the age of 92. Gene 
was a devout Catholic 
and a good and 
faithful servant of St. 

Thomas More Catholic Church. So much can 
be said of his example of stewardship. He 
was accountable and available to the 
Parish, a council to every pastor he served, 
and was instrumental in building the new 
Church, completed in 1987. He Chaired 
the effort to raise $1.5 million to retire the 
mortgage debt of the new Church by 
1993. In 2004, he was chairman of the 
parish finance committee that was key in 
establishing our building fund & parish 
endowment fund; also serving as interim 
principal at St. Thomas More school from 
2001-2002. A life member of the Knights 
of Columbus, Gene also was very active in 
the Paradise community.  Coming to 
Paradise in 1970 as school superintendent, 
he helped start the First Bank of Paradise 
as a founding director and then later Butte 
Community Bank. He Chaired the 
fundraising committee that raised $1 
million to build the beautiful Paradise 
Performing Arts Center. He was an active 
member of Rotary. Along with his beloved 
wife, Arleen, who passed away in 1993, 
they raised sons Dan and John, and 
daughter Jeannie. Gene was buried at 
Paradise Cemetery April 22. His family is 
planning a community celebration of life in 
Paradise, CA when social contact 
restrictions are lifted. Eternal rest grant to 
him O Lord. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Five Facts continues from page 3

 Five Facts About 
the 

Sacred Heart of 
Jesus 

4. Jesus made 12 promises to those who honor the 
Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque: 

1. I will give them all the graces necessary for their state in life. 
2. I will establish peace in their families. 
3. I will comfort them in their trials. 
4. I will be their secure refuge during life, and, above all, in death. 
5. I will shed abundant blessings on all their undertakings. 
6. Sinners will find in My Heart an infinite ocean of mercy. 
7. Lukewarm souls will become fervent. 
8. Fervent souls will rapidly grow in holiness and perfection. 
9. I will bless every place where an image of My Heart shall be 

exposed and honored. 
10. I will give to priests the gift of touching the most hardened hearts. 
11. The names of those who promote this devotion will be written in 

My Heart, never to be blotted out. 
12. I promise thee, in the excessive mercy of My Heart, that My all-

powerful love will grant to all those who receive Holy Communion 
on the First Friday of nine consecutive months, the grace of final 
penitence; they shall not die in My disgrace nor without receiving 
their Sacraments; My Divine Heart shall be their safe refuge in this 
last moment. 

5. Congregations, states, and groups are consecrated 
to the Sacred Heart. 

In 1873, President Gabriel Garcia Moreno issued a petition that 
led to Ecuador becoming the first country consecrated to the 
Sacred Heart. 
—Derek Pettinelli
Pettinelli is a 2017 graduate of Assumption College in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, with a bachelor of arts degree in writing and mass 
communications and political science.
Excerpt from Catholic Digest Magazine,  June 12, 2020, digital edition 
http://www.catholicdigest.com/faith/spirituality/five-facts-about-the-
sacred-heart-of-jesus/

Junio: Mes del Sagrado 

http://stmparadise.org
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The St. Thomas More Project 
“Welcome Home to the Ridge”  

Launches to  
Great Initial Success! 

Weeks before the Covid-19 pandemic forced us to 
suspend celebration of public mass, we published a 
story in the bulletin about our intent to play a greater 
role in the rebuilding of Paradise through a project 
called Welcome Home to the Ridge.  

After months of planning, the project has come to 
pass. Thanks to a matching grant from the North 
Valley Community Foundation and the Butte Strong 
Fund, St. Thomas More has launched a small but 
mighty symbol of welcome and support to returning 
and new homeowners on the Ridge.  

Here’s how it works: We are targeting new and 
returning homeowners. Once the homeowner takes 
occupancy, two or three members of the parish, 
wearing their parish t-shirts, will visit to present a 
“Welcome Home to the Ridge” gift, which includes — 

• A five-foot tall crepe myrtle tree from local nursery 
• Loaf of french bread from a local grocer 
• Joy Lyn Peanut Brittle (once available) 
• A small treasure from Treasures From Paradise 
• The Chamber Business Magazine 
• A message of welcome & thanks for choosing the 

Ridge.  
• A handsome reusable raffia tote 

The first two presentations were made this past 
Thursday, June 11, by Lori MacPhail and Chris 
Rehmann. The impromptu visits were well received 
by the homeowners and resulted in hearty 
conversations.  
Planning for upcoming visits are underway with Greg 
& Yvonne Kidder scheduled to go out next.  The 
volunteer pool will expand once Chris & Lori can set 
up Volunteer Briefings. Meanwhile, if you are 
interested in volunteering please call the church 
office. You will be placed on a list and then called 
once a briefing schedule has been set.  

Lori and Chris ready to present tote bags & trees 

Chris makes a presentation to new homeowners.




www.stmparadise.net

Celebrating Mass
Every Sunday at 1 p.m.

Father Martin J. Ramat
Priest Supervisor

767 El l iott  Rd |  Paradise CA |  530.877.4501 
Greg Kidder,  Par ish Steward

We welcome everyone! Please join us.

Following Christ  and support ing the Ridge
since 1949.

Front of the St. Thomas More Welcome Card

http://stmparadise.org
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We regret to 
inform you of the 
passing of 
parishioner Elsie 
Peck. She passed 
away on June 1, 
2020, the day of the 
feast of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
Mother of the 
Church. 
Information 
regarding the 
Funeral Mass and 
services for Elsie 
will be announced 
at a later date.  

PAUTAS DE DISTANCIA SOCIAL 
El Obispo Jaime Soto levantó la suspensión de la celebración pública del 
sacrificio de la misa en la diócesis de Sacramento a partir del lunes 8 de junio. 
Todas las parroquias de nuestra diócesis reanudarán la celebración pública de 
la misa hoy. Qué apropiado que lleguemos a la mesa sobre esto, La solemnidad 
del Santísimo Cuerpo y Sangre de Cristo. 
El número de personas permitidas en la misa es el 25% de la capacidad de 
construcción o un máximo de 100 congregantes, lo que sea menor; para incluir 
al sacerdote, diácono y otros ministros. Antes de la pandemia, la asistencia 
promedio a STM era de alrededor de 90 feligreses, por lo que esperamos estar 
dentro de las pautas. 
Protocolos de Distanciamiento Social para Feligreses en Misa 
Cada persona debe considerar su propia salud. 
Si se siente enfermo o presenta síntomas ¡ESTÉ EN CASA! 
Tenga precaución y QUÉDESE EN CASA si tiene uno o más de estos seis 
síntomas: 
1. Temperatura por encima de 100.4 F
2. Tos o dolor de garganta
3. Pérdida reciente de olfato o sabor.
4. Resfriado
5. Nuevos dolores musculares
6. Malestar gastrointestinal y diarrea

¡Si ha tenido contacto con alguien que tiene COVID-19 ¡QUEDARSE EN CASA! 
Los feligreses mayores de 65 años, o con una afección subyacente, deben 
refugiarse en su lugar. NOTA: La dispensa de la obligación de asistir a la misa 
dominical emitida por el obispo Soto sigue vigente. 
• Sé recomiendan máscaras; Sé recomiendan guantes. 
• Se han implementado procesos de STM para el rastreo de contactos en caso 

de que un congregante en una prueba de masa sea positivo para COVID-19. 
• Si su resultado es positivo para COVID-19, notifique a la parroquia 

INMEDIATAMENTE para iniciar los procedimientos de localización de 
contactos. 

• Mantenga seis pies de espacio entre usted y otras familias o individuos. 
Los asientos, las entradas y las salidas pueden ser diferentes. Siga las 
instrucciones de los ujieres o los carteles publicados para ayudarlo con estos 
cambios. 
Para las pautas de la Diócesis, Regresando a la mesa, descargue en línea  
https://www.scd.org/comingback 

http://stmparadise.org
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Diocese Pastoral Council Needs At-Large 
Member
Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas More, 
The Diocese Pastoral Council is looking for a person who is 
interested in being part of the input and information team to the 
Bishop as an “At-Large Member.” This is a three-year commitment. 
Meetings take  place six times a year. If you feel called to serve in 
this capacity please contact Deacon James for more information by 
calling 530.893.2348 or you can send an email to 
jburkett7.jb@gmail.com  .  

You Are Invited to Join the Charismatic Praise &  
Worship Prayer Group the 4th Monday of Each Month 

The quarantine is lifted! STM is invited to join with ODS 
and others from a variety of backgrounds each month in an 
atmosphere of love and mutual support. When it resumes, this 
Charismatic Praise & Worship Prayer group will help us grow in 
the love  and knowledge of God, and offers a way to show this 
love in ourselves and to our neighbors.  
Each Prayer Meeting includes a time of praise and worship  
in song along with a teaching.  There also is time for prayer 
ministry and intercession.  Everyone is welcomed to share what 
God has done or is doing in their lives as this is key to building 
up the faithful through the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
Songs of praise and worship connect with God through 
song and prayer for his majesty, his love, and his faithfulness; 
and thanks Him for his grace in our lives.  This time of praise and 
thanksgiving may be in words, songs or through that way of 
praying without words. 
The group meets monthly on the 4th Monday at ODS (566 
Lassen Ave., Chico)  in the Parish Office Prayer Rm; 6:30p  to 8p. 
Questions? Call Deacon James:  893-2348.  
Call Deacon James for date & time of next meeting. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion  
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 

Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all 
things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to 

be separated from You.  
May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and 
lead us to everlasting life. And may the souls of the 

faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.  

The shelter-in-place mandate has ended. The 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament resumes on 
the first Thursday of each month during the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Come spend some 
quiet time with the Lord starting July 2.

                   

Bishop Jaime Soto lifts the suspension on the public celebration 
of the Sacrifice of the Mass in the Diocese of Sacramento effective 
Monday, June 8. Social Distancing Protocols will be in place. To 
download guidelines, Coming Back to the Table, go to: 

https://www.scd.org/comingback 

You can also download a copy from the STM website  homepage: 

www.stmparadise.net  

REMINDERS! 

For Mass Intentions please call the St. Thomas More Parish 
Office during office hours , Monday to Thursday, 9 a.m to  2 p.m. 
at 530.877.4501.  You also may email Mass intentions to the 
office at office@stmparadise.org .  

The Women of St. Thomas More set next meeting for Sat., 
June 27.  It was decided this will be an AWAY meeting and will 
involve travel to Red Bluff for a late lunch & 5:15p Vigil Mass at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Virgil Mass requires reservations 
and we have made a request for 15. Rolawn or Lori will advise 
once confirmed.  
Itinerary 
• We will meet at 1:30 p.m. in the STM parking lot.  
• At 1:45p we will caravan to the Raley's parking lot on Skyway 

in Chico to meet the rest of our group.  
• At 2:30p  we will leave Raley’s to caravan to our lunch venue 

in Red Bluff, Los Mariachis, 604 Main St. 
• At 4:45p we will depart the restaurant for Sacred Heart Mass. 
• After Mass we will depart for home. 
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